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NATIONAL NURSES DAY 
MONDAY MAY 12TH 2008 

Ordinary people – Extraordinary Care 
 
Nurses in the Gibraltar Health Authority will be joining with colleagues from across 
the world in celebrating National Nurses Day on Monday 12th May 2008. This is a 
tradition marked in many countries on this date each year and coincides with 
Florence Nightingale’s birthday. The occasion will be marked in Gibraltar by a poster 
presentation next to the main foyer in St Bernard’s Hospital reception area. The 
exhibition will be available for viewing between 08:30 and 16:00 on Monday 12th May 
and is open to all. The posters have been prepared by nurses from across the GHA 
and describe work they have been undertaking to improve services to patients. 
These include a poster from ITU staff on Care of Patients with Sepsis; information on 
work being done to protect patient confidentiality and work by the Infection Control 
team illustrating steps being taken to reduce the spread of infection in hospital and 
the community.  
 
Part of the exhibition will also include photographs of Nurses past and present. One 
of the old style nursing uniforms is also on show. This will provide an opportunity to 
note the rich history of the development of nursing, midwifery and health visiting in 
Gibraltar. A DVD produced by members of the Mental Health Nursing Team, Chris 
Chipolina and Eric Sanchez will be shown throughout the exhibition. The DVD 
features nurses from across the GHA talking about their work and the benefits this 
brings to their patients.  
 
The idea to celebrate National Nurses Day was put forward by the Sisters & Charge 
Nurses of the GHA. The exhibition has been organised by Eddie Holmes , Deputy 
Director of Nursing Services and Sandie Gracia, Clinical Nurse Manager. They said; 
 
“It has been a real team effort and we have been delighted with the  staff’s 
enthusiasm to display their work”. 
 
The Minister for Health, Yvette Del Agua was invited to visit the exhibition. The 
Minister said: 
 



“I am very gratified that the Nurses have invited me to join in the celebration to mark 
their day.  I hope that the general public takes the time to visit the exhibition and to 
view the DVD.  I have no doubt that they will be as impressed as I am by the work 
shown both in the DVD and in the exhibition. The staff’s professionalism and pride in 
presenting their work, which has had a real impact on improving patient care, is 
commendable. They are a credit to their profession”.  
 
The Nurses also noted their thanks to the GHA Catering Department and Cisarego & 
Sons for providing refreshments for the exhibition; Raju Purswani for the loan of a 
mannequin to show the nurses uniform; and Paul Baw of Alfred Swantex for 
exhibition handouts for visitors.  
 
 
Notes for editors 
 
A photo opportunity will be available at 12.00 noon when the Minister for Health visits 
the Exhibition. 
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